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An inCredibly simple story that introduces the
concept of “The CirCle of Life’ to Children. Set ih the
shade of a banyan tree, this narrative has Henrietta
Heron, Marty Mongoose, Sam Shake, Carl Crayfish all
living in perfect harmony until one day the balance is
disrupted. Read oh to fihd out more.....
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In the rainforest, next to g wide river,
- there grew g great bahyan tree.
/. This tree was ancient and




Henrietta Heroh had
a beautiful nest, high atop the banyan tree. Carl
Crayfish lived in tangled roots that entered the
- river at the water’s edge.
tn the Black Shake had made his home
under the Sreat trunk of the tree.
- 19 goose lived hearby.




His home wasn’t actually in the banyan
tree but close enough. The tree
Offered a cooling shade during the hot
days ahd protection from the heavy
rains that fell every afternoon.
Now You must realize that not
all animals in the raihforest are friends.
They depend on ohe ghother for
different things, many times for food.




TO better understand this, let me
explaih how Henrietta, Carl,
Sam, ahd Marty live within
the great banyah tree.




Henhrietta Heroh had built her hest by
the river so she that would be Close
t0 the food she usually ate. Her diet
consisted of fish, frogs, CraYfsh, and

even snails. She had a great home.




Now Carl Crayfsh lived
within the roCks ahd roots of
the tree. Carl was really
a SCavenger. He would eat
the pieces of food dropped
by other animals and his home
Ooffered him
protection from ahimals that
might shaCk on him.
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Sam, the snake had
made his home
unhder the great bahyah
tree as it was Close to
many things he liked to
eat. Sam preferred bird
eggs but didn’t
hesitate to eat
anything that he could
Catch, except maYybe
whole CraYfsh as they
were very hard to
swallow.




Canh you guess what
Marty Monhgoose liked to eat?
Well if you said shakes, then
YOUu are aqbsolutely CorrecCt.
Marty liked to eat Shakes
Of all types anhd sizes.




One day, Henrietta was
out |ooKking for food. When
she returned to her hest,
she found that two Of her eggs
were gone. Oh, how sad she was!
Something had gotten into her nest
ahd eaten two Of her precious egss.
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She flew baCk down to the river so ho
other birds would see her Crying. Then
she saw Marty and said to him, “Sam
must have slithered into my hest ahd eat-
en two Of my eggs.” “That is a Shame,”
Marty replied in a Sad Voice.

“Oh, what Ccan ] do?” Henrietta asked.
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Now Marty knew that Henrietta, ahd the
other herons, liked to eat CraYfish
and, if there were ah easy meal to be had,
he was very interested. “So, you would
like to get rid Of that bothersome shake?”
he asked Henrietta. “Oh, yes!” Henrietta
sighed. “T wish something would eat him.”
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“Henrietta, I Can help you,” Marty said
excitedly. “You and your heron friends
need to CatcCh all the fish and Crayfsh
in the area. Break them into pieces and
leave a trail Of food from Sam’s den to
my home. He will be busy eating the
food ahd he will hot realize that he
is close to me. He will be ah easy meal
for me and you will be rid Of his egg
stealing ways.”




Henrietta thought for a minhute,
smiled, and then flew Off to talk
with the other herons.

Soon the herons had Captured all
the fish, CraYfish (even poor Carl)
ahd made the trail Of food between
the shake’s deh and the home of the
mongoose. Then they returned to
their hests to watcCh.




As Sam slithered out of
his den, he was
surprised to see all the
fresh snacks just lying on
the ground.
“Yummy! Yummy!” he
thought to himself as he
begah eating.




It wash’t lohg before Sam had eaten
his way to Marty’s home. As Sam
opened his mouth to eat the |ast
ShacCk, Marty jumped out Of from

the bushes. Well, I don’t have to tell
you what happened becCause you

already Know. But ih Case you don't,
there was a big B-U-R-P and
Marty returhed home.




“Did you see
that?” Henrietta
asked the other
herons. “Now our
eggs are safe.”
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Ceveral days passed. Marty was
hungry but there were ho shakes in the
area. The other shakes saw how Sam had
been triCked, SO they left t0 find a Safer
home. Marty [ooked into the river anhd
realized that the herons had taken
everything from it to set the trap. Then,
he |ooked into the great banhyan tree
ahd saw Henrietta.




The other herons saw Marty Climbing
the tree but it Was too |ate
t0 Warnh Henrietta.
All they could do was leave their nests
and, like the shakes, fihd a safer home.







The 8reat banhyah tree is how empty
Of all life. But there is a CirCle-of-
life in the rainforest ahd it won’t be
long before new anhimals arrive at
the banhyanh tree, and
Call it “home”.
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An inCredibly simple story that introduces the concept
of “The CirCle of Life’ to children. Set in the shade
Of a banyan tree, this narrative has Henrietta Heron,
Marty Mongoose, Sam Shake, Carl CraYfish all living in
perfect harmony until one day the balance is disrupted.
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